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Nobuhira Kurosaki* & Hideaki Ohba** : Cardamine 
nepalensis, a new species from Nepal Himalaya 
(Cruciferae)*** 

& t '7 

In 1985 we found a noticeable Cardamine of the section Macrophyllum O. E. 
Schulz in east Nepal, the plants of which were growing sporadically on a little 
moist floor of Abies spectabilis- forest in the elevation between 3000 m and 3500 
m. This Cardamine was also collected at Rolwaling, east Nepal in 1964 by D. 
McCosh and its specimens deposited in BM and TI were identified as C. ma- 
crophylla Willd. by Hiroshi Hara in 1971. Though it resembles C. macrophylla 
among the Himalayan species by the larger tender leaf and the larger purple- 
red flower, it differs from that by the thinner pinnae with acuminate apex and 
long-attenuate base and the auriculate petioles. It is related to C. urbaniana 
O. E. Schulz distributed in central China, from which it is distinguished by the 
leaf with hairy upper surface and fewer lateral pinnae smaller than the terminal 
one, as well as the auriculate hairy petiole. When compared with all the species 
in the section Macrophyllum, it was found to be different, hence it is considered 
as a new species. We describe it with a name, Cardamine nepalensis. It seems 
to be restricted in the Abies- forest in sub-alpine zone between Tama Koshi river 
and Likhu river, east Nepal. 

Cardamine nepalensis Kurosaki et H. Ohba, sp. nov. [Sect. Macrophyllum] 
Cardamine urbaniana O. E. Schulz cathayanae primo adspectu maxime similis, 
sed a qua foliis supra pilosis, pinnis lateralibus paucis terminali minoribus et 
petiolo sparse piloso basi auriusculato bene differt. 

Herba perennis, rhizomate crasso, brevi repente, radicibus filiformibus elon- 
gatis, fibris tenuissimis. Caulis 60-100 cm longus simplex 10-18-folius, teretes 
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Fig. 2. Cardamine nepalensis. a. sepal, b. petal, c. shorter stamens, d. longer stamens, 
e. pistil. All x5. 


glaber erectus. Folia caulina alterna, petiolata, tenuia, supra venas utrinque 
sparse pilosis, 5-15 cm longa 2.5-5 cm lata, imparipinnata; pinnis lateralibus 
sparsissime 1 vel 3-jugis, terminali minoribus, lanceolatis vel ovatis, fere integris, 
apice acuminatis vel acutis, 1-3(-4) cm longis 0.3-1 cm latis, basi sessilibus sed 
inaequilateris, latere inferno decurrentibusterminali lanceolata apice acuminata 
basi attenuata, vulgo remote irregulariterque serrulata; petiolo 1-3 cm longo, 
margine sparse piloso, basi auriusculato. 

Flores Julii, descendentes, numero 5 vel 7 in brevi-racemo despositi. Pedicelli 
ca 1 cm longi glabri adscendentes. Sepala e viridi rubentia, elliptica vel late 
lanceolata, apice rotundata, erecta, 5-6 mm longa ca 2 5 mm lata, sparsissime 
pilosa. Petala per anthesin erecto-adscendentia, (basi perpallida excepto) laete 
purpureo-rubescentia, anguste spathulata vel anguste obovata, apice rotundata, 
basi cuneata, 13-15 mm longa ca 7 mm lata. Stamina tetradynama, filamentis 
subulatis longioribus 8 mm longis, ceteris 6-7 mm longis, perpallidis, antheris 
anguste ovatis 1.5 mm longis. Staminodia nectarifera numero 8, brevi-clavata. 
Pistillum ca 1 cm longum ovulis numero 5 vel 6 in quoque loculo. 

Siliquae lineares, 2.7-4 cm longae 1-2 mm latae, apice truncatae, glabrae ; 
petiolo 9-13 mm longo. Semina elliptica, ca 2 mm longa ca 1 mm lata 
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Nepal. Janakpur Zone. Ramechhap Distr.: Serdingma-Dubikharka, alt. 
3400-3720 m In Abies forest (H. Ohba, T. Kikuchi, M. Wakabayashi, M. 
Suzuki, N. Kurosaki, K. R. Rajbhandari & S. K. Wu 7 July 1985, no. 8570258, 
Tl-holotype; KTM-isotype) ; Neju-Choarma, alt. ca 3500 m (Ohba et al. 8571076, 
TI, KTM). [Dolakha Distr.] Rolwaling, alt. 8500 ft. Forest. N facing. (D. 
McCosh 138, BM, TI) 
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